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By Austin Evans, intern
Most 9-year-olds go to the movies to eat pop-

corn and zone out for a couple hours. Not Perry
Chen. At just 9 years of age, Perry, a local resident,
has already established himself as an accomplished
film critic and has been featured time and time again
in the media, both in print and on television. Having
already written more than 20 film reviews since last
November, Perry is now being recognized as a prodi-
gy of sorts. His fame, which was once just local, is
now spreading nationwide with the help of numerous
projects and appearances he has lined up for the near
future.

Fox 5 San Diego will feature Perry for the third
time at 7:50 a.m. on Friday, July 31, in a drive-in
movie critic feature. He will be reviewing Disney’s
newest animated film “G-Force,” a kids’ action
adventure flick about highly trained guinea pig spies.

Also on July 31, Perry will speak at the San
Diego International Children’s Film Festival, which
will take place from July 24 through August 16.
Perry’s speech, which will mark the beginning of the
Chinese portion of the festival, will be given in the
Museum of Photographic Arts in Balboa Park at 1
p.m.

By now, Perry is no stranger to being under the
spotlight. He was recently invited to attend the Dis-
ney Fan Expo, an event which will be held from Sept.
10 - Sept. 13 at the Anaheim Convention Center in
Anaheim, Calif. Interviews are to be scheduled
between Perry and filmmakers at the expo, a prospect
that excites both Perry and his mother greatly. Vari-
ous publicists, film organizations and more have also
expressed interest in working with Perry, according
to his mother, Dr. Zhu Shen.

“I think there are a lot of wonderful things await-
ing him,” she said.

Perry will attend and speak at a fundraiser held
by Lifestyles INFOCUS, and all proceeds will bene-

fit the Poway Unified School District Foundation.
Meanwhile, he has his very own radio show in the
works on WSRadio.com.

Perry will also be present at the San Diego Asian
Film Festival in October, where he will interview
filmmakers live.

“I find that Perry has gained a lot of confidence
in himself and with others since he started doing
reviews,” said Shen. “I’ve seen a lot of positive
changes in him.”

No one can say for certain what Perry’s future
holds, but there is no doubt that it is bright. He has
already expressed interest in writing a short film
script before possibly moving on to writing entire
screenplays.

“You need to climb some smaller hills before
climbing Everest,” he explained to his mother.

To learn more about Perry Chen and to read his
movie reviews visit www.perryspreviews.com.

Local resident’s career as film 
critic continues to expand

Film critic Perry Chen

By Matt Liebowitz
A flair for traveling and a passion for creativity work their way into

every flower arrangement and design Adele Maroun creates. 
As owner of Flowers on 56, located in a 1,500 square-foot-barn at

4343 Carmel Valley Road, Maroun, for the past eight years, has been
creating personalized flower arrangements for birthdays, baby showers,
corporate events, and parties.

With a focus on catering to each client’s specific needs, Maroun and
her staff of four designers create one-of-a-kind arrangements, never
duplicating or using stored, pre-arranged flowers.

“Each person always gets something different,” said Maroun, who
noted that all of her staff members, including herself, have trained in art
school.

Flowers on 56 has designed for Qualcomm, the San Diego Padres,
Art Alive, Mainly Mozart, KPBS, the American Heart Association, the
Helen Woodward Animal Center, and the San Diego Marriott Del Mar.

Flowers on 56 also offers classes catered to the client, in everything
from table setting to flower care and arrangement, and kids’ classes.

It’s her artistic sensibilities, meticulous attention to detail and qual-
ity, and her own varied experience in the design industry that sets
Maroun’s store apart from the conventional flower shop.

Born and raised in Johannesburg, South Africa, Maroun studied
graphic design at art college for three years before taking a job at an
advertising agency. At 22, Maroun moved to London; for a year-and-a-
half she “worked to travel,” spending six months in Madrid and in vari-
ous spots across Europe.

In 1989, Maroun landed in Weston, Connecticut, where her uncle
lived. Following her cousin’s wedding, she again packed her bags, this
time to backpack across the U.S. Back in Connecticut, she worked for
her cousin’s landscaping business, and studied landscaping design at The
New York Botanical Garden.

It wasn’t until 1991, when she moved to San Diego that Maroun
branched out on her own artistically.

That year, Maroun started Creative Brush, selling custom, hand-
painted birdhouses. For nine years, Creative Brush flourished, selling to
Nordstrom, even appearing on the front cover of the Smithsonian Insti-
tution’s mail order catalogue.

In 2001, Maroun started Flowers on 56, originally located near the
Shell station on State Route 56. In 2005, she moved the business to its
current location, and although the lack of foot traffic has affected sales,
Maroun couldn’t be more satisfied with the decision to run the store out
of the barn, built in the 1920s.

“It’s not really about the money,” she said. “I just want to wake up
and go to sleep and be happy and make other people happy.”

Aspects of Maroun’s travels, and her passion for new places, find
their way into her flowers. She credits top European and Asian design-
ers such as Klaus Wagner, from Germany, and Elly Lyn, from Taiwan,
with influencing her style. And as a testament to her expertise, Maroun
said has already received commendations from other flower designers
who are following her lead. 

“There are a lot of florists,” she said, “but I set the trend.”
While her arrangements may grace a wedding table or party,

Maroun’s talent is also benefiting the larger Carmel Valley community.
Since January, Flowers on 56 has donated a portion of all its pro-

ceeds to the Mia Risa Foundation, dedicated to helping disadvantaged
children. To raise money for the foundation, next year, Flowers on 56
will turn the barn into a gallery, and Maroun will create floral interpre-
tations of paintings done by a friend, Carmen Babnik.

Flowers on 56 is located at 4343 Carmel Valley Road. For more
information, call (858) 481-0115, or visit www.flowerson56.com.
Maroun can be reached at adele@flowerson56.com.

Local resident brings, 
individuality, international 
style to Flowers on 56

Flowers on 56 owner Adele Maroun

After months of preparation,
organization and sheer hard work,
it was time to see the “fruits of the
labor” that was the Royal Dance
Academy 2009 recital perfor-
mances.

Three nights at the Mandev-
ille Auditorium, parents, family
and friends packed in, 900 each
night, to create a fantastic atmos-
phere for the dancers to perform.
The recital certainly lived up to
the expectation.  “It was like
watching a Broadway show,”
commented one parent.  “The
costumes were fantastic, colorful
and vibrant and the dances and
music awesome, I was blown
away by the level of entertain-
ment.”  Other audience members
were extremely impressed with
the high standard that the Royal
Dance Academy sets, from the 3
year olds to the teenagers.  The
studio has received hundreds of
acknowledgments, congratulating
the staff and students on this
year’s fabulous recital.

Francine Garton, owner and
principal of R.D.A. was also
thrilled with the performances.
“It all came together perfectly, the
choreography was exceptional
and the dancers were magnifi-
cent.  My teachers are an excep-
tional bunch of people who put
their heart and soul into what they
do, and they certainly got their
dancers to do the same, they were
seriously inspired” said Garton. 

The Royal Dance Academy, located in Carmel Valley (next to Ace
Hardware) has been in operation for eight years and served the com-
munity and surrounding areas since 2001.  Offering all disciplines of
dance, to all ages (18 months – adult), the R.D.A. has a great faculty
(master teachers and teachers who are still currently performing) and an
‘unrivaled’ atmosphere within the studio. 

“We are like one big family,” expressed owner Garton, “we have
nurtured an atmosphere in our studio that is multi-faceted, serious and
professional for those who want that, yet relaxed and fun for the more
recreational dancer.  We have dancers who dance just once a week, and
some who dance 15 times a week, we cater for all.” 

The Royal Dance Academy also uniquely offers the Royal Acad-
emy of Dance ballet syllabus and examination, the only studio in the
area with the credentials to offer it, as Francine and her staff were Royal
Academy trained in London, England.  For more information on regis-
tration for the fall, call 858-350-9770 or visit our web page at www.roy-
aldanceacademy.com.

Royal Dance Academy’s 
Annual Recital a huge success

2009 Victory dance photo/dress rehearsal —Grade 4 RAD

The Timken Museum of Art and Fashion Careers College will host
the second annual “Art of Fashion” on Saturday, Aug. 29, at 6 p.m.
Guests will see modern interpretations of the clothing worn in 13 Euro-
pean masterpieces from the permanent collection of paintings at the
Timken Museum of Art. 

Models will stand “en tableaux” showing the costumes in front of
the works of art.  Informal modeling will also take place throughout the
evening.  Guests will enjoy one complimentary signature cocktail, a no
host bar and light hors d’oeuvres with ticket purchase.  Event Chair is
Patricia O’Connor, CEO and founder of Fashion Careers College.  Hon-
orary Chair is London Fashion Design Icon Zandra Rhodes.  Cost is
$75.  A limited number of student tickets are available for $25.  Proceeds
will benefit Timken Museum of Art programs.  For more information
call (619) 239-5548 x100 or email fashion@timkenmuseum.org.

Art of Fashion event to feature
fusion of Fine Art & Fashion

Elsie is a darling  3 year
old female brown tabby. She is
looking for a great new home
where she can play, relax, and
most of all  thrive as part of
your loving family. Her sweet
personality will blossom as she
settles in to her new life, and
she wants nothing more than to
keep you company and be a loyal friend for many

wonderful years to come. Just ask to meet
ID#A1280996 Tag#CF18 when you come visit the
shelter.

Elsie is at the Central County Shelter, 5480
Gaines Street, San Diego. We have wonderful cats,
dogs, rabbits and more waiting for new homes, so
please come visit the shelter during our hours of 9:30
a.m. to 5:30 p.m., Tuesday through Saturday or visit
www.sddac.com  for more information.

County Pet of the Week


